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successor for his unexpired term may 
be selected by the Secretary from 
nominations made in the manner speci-
fied in § 953.18, or the Secretary may se-
lect such member or alternate member 
from previously unselected nominees 
on the current nominee list from the 
district involved. If the names of nomi-
nees to fill any such vacancy are not 
made available to the Secretary within 
30 days after such vacancy occurs, the 
Secretary may fill such vacancy with-
out regard to nominations, which se-
lection shall be made on the basis of 
the representation provided for in 
§ 953.19. 

§ 953.23 Alternate members. 
An alternate member of the com-

mittee shall act in the place and stead 
of the member for whom he is alternate 
during such member’s absence. In the 
event of death, removal, resignation, or 
disqualification of a member, his alter-
nate shall act for him until a successor 
for the unexpired term of such member 
is selected and has qualified. 

§ 953.24 Procedure. 
(a) Nine members shall constitute a 

quorum of the committee and any ac-
tion of the committee shall require 
nine concurring votes. 

(b) The committee may provide pro-
cedure for meeting by telephone, tele-
graph, or other means of communica-
tions, and any vote cast at such a 
meeting shall be confirmed promptly 
in writing: Provided, That if an assem-
bled meeting of the committee is held 
all votes shall be cast in person. 

§ 953.25 Expenses and compensation. 
Committee members and alternates 

when acting on committee business 
shall be reimbursed for reasonable ex-
penses necessarily incurred by them in 
the performance of their duties and in 
the exercise of committee powers 
under this subpart. In addition, they 
may receive reasonable compensation 
at a rate recommended by the com-
mittee and approved by the Secretary. 

[33 FR 8504, June 8, 1968] 

§ 953.26 Powers. 
The committee shall have the fol-

lowing powers: 

(a) To administer the provisions of 
this subpart in accordance with its 
terms; 

(b) To make rules and regulations to 
effectuate the terms and provisions of 
this subpart; 

(c) To receive, investigate, and report 
to the Secretary complaints of viola-
tion of the provisions of this subpart; 
and 

(d) To recommend to the Secretary 
amendments to this subpart. 

§ 953.27 Duties. 

It shall be the duty of the committee: 
(a) To act as intermediary between 

the Secretary and any producer or han-
dler; 

(b) To keep minutes, books, and 
records which clearly reflect all of the 
acts and transactions of the committee 
and such minutes, books, and records 
shall be subject to examination at any 
time by the Secretary or his authorized 
agent or representative; 

(c) To investigate, from time to time, 
and to assemble data on the growing, 
harvesting, shipping, and marketing 
conditions with respect to potatoes, 
and to engage in such research and 
service activities which relate to the 
handling or marketing of potatoes as 
may be approved by the Secretary; 

(d) To furnish to the Secretary such 
available information as he may re-
quest; 

(e) To select subcommittees of com-
mittee members, a chairman and such 
other officers as may be necessary, and 
to adopt such rules and regulations for 
conduct of its business as it may deem 
advisable; 

(f) At the beginning of each fiscal 
year, to submit to the Secretary a 
budget of its expenses for such fiscal 
year, together with a report thereon; 

(g) To cause the books of the com-
mittee to be audited by a competent 
accountant at least once each fiscal 
year and at such other time as the 
committee may deem necessary or as 
the Secretary may request. The report 
of such audit shall show the receipt 
and expenditure of funds collected pur-
suant to this part; a copy of each such 
report shall be furnished to the Sec-
retary and a copy of each such report 
shall be made available at the principal 
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